if2                       TO W. 8. PRATTEN

in the* whole course of my life felt myself called upon

to takt> Practical action on a"y natter on which I felt

mon* clear an to flu* course indicated by the principles
which 1 hold and have always endeavoured to promulgate
In  regard to Mr. Kyrtt personally, my feelings towards
him, so tar as 1 can he said to have had any, before I knew
of his conduct in Jamaica, were favourable, inasmuch as
1 knew of him only as a traveller whose narrative I had
read with interest.    Neither has anything ever occurred
directly or indirectly, in the whole course of my life to
arouse the smallest  personal  feeling of any sort in me
towards Mr* Kyre as a private man.    But I cannot say
that it is possihle to we us a man to regard Mr. Eyre's
conduct in Jamaica without the deepest indignation, or as
an Englishman without a sentiment of humiliation; nor
can I pretend that 1 can regard without abhorrence and
contempt tins man who, knowing himself to be guilty, in
the eyes of many disinterested  persons, of the wanton
torture and death of many hundred men and women,
can be content to shelter himself under any shield what-
ever against a judicial examination! and does not eagerly
challenge and earnestly invite the closest possible scrutiny
into whatever justification  he thinks that he can urge,
To me it appears that the* conduct of Mr* Eyre since his
return to England shoxvs a callousness to human suffering
and a contempt for his fellow-men which alone go far to
show his total unfit nuns for any station of authority over
them.   Yet if all human sympathies could be laid aside
altogether, the importance of instituting a judicial inquiry
into the* proceedings in Jamaica would still be paramount
in the eyes of all thinking persons who look upon law
and justice as the foundation of order and civilisation,
If the majority of any tuition were willing to allow such
events to pans unquestioned* I have no hesitation in saying
that all the ties of civil society would in that nation be
at the mercy of accident.   There would be no principle
in the minds of men to bind civilised society together,
Happily, I am fully convinced that the great majority of
the English nation does desire judicial inquiry into thesesons, I think men
